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Turkey has achieved progress in waste 
management, noise control, industrial pollution 
control and risk management, forestry, erosion 
control, and in the quality of its water and air. 
However, additional legislative and institutional 
efforts need to be made in the fields of nature 
protection, chemicals, climate change and water 
management.

Turkey's convergence with the EU environmental 
acquis requires comprehensive and costly 
investment, both in human and institutional 
capacity development as well as in infrastructure 
for activities such as environmental monitoring, 
inspection and reporting.



Turkey confronts the challenge of ensuring the integration 

of environmental protection and social inclusion into its 

plans for economic growth. Turkey's Tenth Development 

Plan (2014-2018) puts sustainability at the core of its 

development endeavours. 

The plan promotes, inter alia, eco-efficiency and cleaner 

technologies in production processes and in the services 

sector. Turkey has been diversifying its energy mix by 

increasing the use of renewables. Today, renewables 

constitute 20% of power generation capacity in Turkey.



Turkey is a party to all key international environmental 
conventions, which provide appropriate policy frameworks 
and promote cooperation and coherent action at global, 
regional and national levels to address environmental 
problems.

Turkey has developed and implemented a number of
strategy documents for sectors such as mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change, conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, erosion control and combating 
desertification, reforestation, and afforestation. New 
strategy documents regarding different aspects of biological 
diversity are also being prepared.



Air Quality in Turkey

On air quality, national legislation aligning with the 
VOC Solvents Emissions Directive was adopted in 
2018. 

Local clean air action plans are being prepared for 
64 provinces. 

A national strategy for air quality monitoring is in 
place and 7 out of 8 planned regional networks 
are operational. 

Air quality monitoring data is published online.



Waste Management

Turkey has adopted a strategy promoting a zero waste 
management approach, efficient use of natural resources, 
landfilling reduction and increased recycling and reuse. 

Legislation introducing a ban on the free distribution of 
lightweight plastic bags came into force in January 2019 and 
attracted substantial public interest.



Work has continued to bring waste treatment facilities up to acquis 
standards. 

Alignment and capacity for sorting, recycling and medical waste treatment 
have increased. 

Significant efforts are necessary to implement waste management plans at 
local and regional level. 

Economic instruments to promote recycling and the prevention of waste 
generation are improving, but remain limited.



Nature  Protection

The framework legislation on nature protection, the national 
biodiversity strategy and an action plan have yet to be 
adopted. 

Regulations allowing planning and construction in wetlands, 
forests and natural sites are still not in line with the acquis. 

The lists of habitats and species detected in Turkey under the 
Habitats and Birds Directives have been prepared. 



The institutional framework for managing 
future Natura 2000 sites needs to be 
streamlined and adequately resourced.

Investments, particularly in hydropower and 
mining, need to comply with nature 
protection obligations, especially for potential 
Natura 2000 areas. 



Water Quality

Turkey has begun transboundary consultations on water issues with 
neighbouring countries on the Maritsa (Meriç) river but these are generally 
still at an early stage.

Over 30% of water bodies were identified as sensitive areas. The 
preparation of management plans for four river basins 94 out of 25 has 
been completed. 



Wastewater treatment capacity 
has increased as a result of 
investments. 

Alignment has not yet begun with 
regard to directives on marine 
strategy and bathing water. 

Alignment with the Water 
Framework Directive is not yet 
completed.

Büyükçekmece Treatment Plant / İstanbul



Through the energy efficiency studies, it was aimed to be reduced energy density of Turkey (energy 
consumed per national income) as 20% until 2023 compared to 2011.

Moreover, in 2017 the very first National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (2017-2023) has been published. 
The Action Plan contains 55 actions defined under 6 categories namely buildings and services, energy, 
transport, industry and technology, agriculture and cross-cutting (horizontal) areas. Expected energy 
savings is 23.9 MTEP cumulatively by investing 10.9 billion USD by 2023. This saving is equal to 
decreasing primary energy consumption of Turkey by 14% in 2023 compared to the base usual 
scenario. Expected savings by 2033 is 30.2 billion USD.

Energy Efficiency
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